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LOCAL

Altoona native heads l
effort to save building

By Wiriam KIBLER
britien@aliopnamirror.com

Growing up in Altoona,
Eric Miller recognized what
he believed to be an incon-
sistency.

Nostalgic people preser-
ved images of the way
things used to be, even as
thev tore down many of the
amml things that were still

meg in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
now and the editor and pub-
lisher of a Web magazine
that promotes city living,
Miller has intervened in

possible. The Codes Depart-
ment ruled it 2 hazard after
its heavy concrete roof col-
lapsed all the way to the
basement. City Council
hopes to award a contract
Wednesday to raze the
structure, according to a
report by City Manager Joe
Weakland.

Still, saving it isn't out of
the guestion, said Miller,
whao learned of the demoli-
tion plans when his parents
alerted him to & recent
Mirror article.

Miller likes the look of the

Altoona's plans to tear down  Place

yet another of those actual
glories of the past — the
Eagles building dowmntown.

He's written abont the
impending demolition on
newcolonist.com, and he's
advertised the derelict strac-
ture for sale by auction on
the historicproperties.com
Weh site, hoping for some-
one o swoop in fo buy, sta-
bilize and eventually reha:
bilitaie the building.

The zales pitch speaks of
recent development initia-
tives mnearby, including
those of Penin State Altoona,
But it's probably too late,
said city Planning Adminis-
trator Lee Slusser, who's
listed on the sale site as an
investor contact.

The city has already bid
the building for demolition
to get it down as guickly as

“How many other brown-
stone buildings are in Al
toona, especially commer-
cial buildings™ he asked.

Saving it wouild be a chal-
lenge, however. .

Merely stabilizing it
would require substantial
placement of concrete and
steel, Slusser said. The
trickiest part might be get-
ting the roof out of the shell,
Miller said.

A buyer would need to
purchase the property from
the county.

At least one of three coun-
ty commissioners is willing,

“[1] would love to see it
saved,” said Commissioner
Donna Gority,

Otherwise, it will likely be
a vacant lot for two or three
decades, Miller predicted.

Although pessimistic

about Miller's plan, Slusser
doesn't regret cooperating.

“You might get 99 ideas in
a row that won't work, but
the 100th might sdave the
city,” he said. “If you dom't
keep positive for sharing
ideas, you won't get that
100th.” ;

Besides, he's learning
from Miller's approach.

The city normally mar-
kets buildings through the
Altoona Blair County De-
velopment Corp., which
uses a straightforward sell,
touting the putentml for
office space.

The current campaign for
the Eagles is a departure.

It aims for a pool of people
with the resources, the ap-
preciation of good architec-
ture and the willingness to
look anywhere in the coun-
try to help them fulfill a
dream or transport it o a
new location, Miller said.

One such entreprensur
opened a popular bar in
Pittsburgh after leaving
Chicago, he said.

“Altoona would be wise to

target these people and

cater to them,” he said.

Miller's approach may
never get off the ground
with the Eagles, but it could
help save the next bailding,
Slusser said,
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